PREFACE
THIS volume contains a catalogue of the coins of the
Mughal Emperors, or as they styled themselves on their
coins Badshahs, of India from the time of Babar (A. H. 982 =
A. B. 1526) to the deposition of Bahadur II by the English
(A.H. 1274 = A. D. 1858).
In the period of its greatest prosperity the empire of
the Mughals extended from Kabul in the North (not to
mention Balkh, of which a coin of Shahjahanl bears witness
to the temporary possession) to Tanjore in the South, from
Tatta and Jiinagarh to the seaport town of Ohittagong.
A reliable index to the geographical limits of the empire
in its varying fortunes is to be found in the coins, owing to the
custom of issuing money from many of the most important
provincial centres, as well as at the capital, and of recording
on the coin the mint from which it was issued. This practice
which, as we have already seen in Vol. II, was to a small
extent adopted by the Sultans of Dehli, was developed by
the Afghan Sher Shah after he had driven Babar's son out
of India. When, sixteen years later, Humayiin and Akbar
regained the throne of Dehli, they found it convenient and
politic to retain the numismatic system which they found
established. The coins, therefore, form a valuable adjunct
to the plentiful, but often unsatisfactory, historical records
of the Mughal period.
1 I refer to a gold coin in the cabinet of Mr. Gr. B. Eleazby of Allah&bad,
TJ. P., India.